Mid-Wales Four Wheel Drive Club Limited
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WHAT’S NEWS


POINTS OF NOTE




IMPORTANT CLUB INFORMATION

The full title of the club is ‘Mid Wales Four Wheel Drive Club Limited’, a company limited by guarantee having no share capital.

Company registration number: 3520969

DAVE DEE


Company Secretary

01970-890664

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

If you need to know what is going on, want to ask a question or put an idea forward contact any of the following committee members.

PLEASE CALL BEFORE 9.00 PM.

FRANK BRIGHT

Chairman


01547-550200

JOHN BRADSHAW

Vice Chair


01545-570240

IAN MCMAHON

Competition Secretary/
01974-241039





Club Secretary

TIM MACKLEY

Club Secretary

01597-810518

MALCOLM SUMNER
Treasurer/Club Shop
01545-571547

ELAINE BRADSHAW
Membership Secretary
01545-570240

MARTIN JAMES

Committee Member

01970-832729

CHRIS SPITTLE

Committee Member

01570-422696

JO WILLETT


Committee Member

01547-520328

Remember that some of these numbers are also business number. 

Please keep calls to a minimum.


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Don’t forget the Club’s official website where you can view past torque dirty issues, photographs and link to chat site.

	SITE

http://www.midwalesfourwheeldriveclub.co.uk/
CHAT SITE

http://www.midwales4x4.proboard55.com/




‘SCRUTIN’s EARS’

The Scrutineers’ Defects Book is being re-introduced. This will be available to the club/event scrutineer to check that previous defects have been rectified. If a vehicle has a defect recorded and it has not been rectified by the next event the vehicle will not be allowed to take part. 

It has been noted that there are some vehicles that have wheel spacers fitted. This was not permitted in the Blue Book, before last year. The MSA now permits the fitting of a wheel spacer that does not exceed 2.5cms in thickness (Regulation E12.8.2). However it is a club rule that spacers should not be used. In the club’s supplementary regulations it states:-

Item 7 “No dual wheels allowed. No wheel spacers to be fitted” 

The Scrute

WHAT’S WRONG WITH 4X4?

It is strange how there is a problem with 4 x 4’s when people talk about vehicles and their emissions, along with how dangerous they are to other road users.

I was a Police Traffic Patrol Officer and a Motorway Patrol Officer for 17 years. The most important ‘tool’ for carrying out these duties was a capable four-wheel drive vehicle. Being based in the West Midlands this had to be Land Rovers. The Range Rover Classic, 3.9 coiler, had no real equal. We could tow 38 tons, push one vehicle and tow another. We also had to carry a large amount of kit that was designated as essential by the Home Office. In bad weather we became the main stay for the region in recovering vehicles and people who were stranded. It wasn’t a slouch when you need some speed either. When driving a 1993 coil sprung 3.9 Classic I was clocked on radar at 123mph.

You find now that there is a great deal of hypocrisy involved when government and local councils talk about 4 x 4s. They proved to be vital in areas affected by flooding this year, which councils and government publicly admitted. Also 4 x 4 clubs provide the local Police and Councils with a service to provide their vehicles in case of bad weather to help in accessing areas and rescuing people. This is mainly for rural areas but not solely.

Let everyone realise that the ‘Chelsea Tractor’ is a poor reflection of what is a very practical and capable workhorse.

Malcolm Sumner

‘APRIL’ TRIAL - TRISANT

RESULTS: 04/11/2007

	

	   DRIVER


	CL
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	TRIAL TOTAL

	Mike LEE
	2
	2
	7
	7
	6
	8
	9
	2
	9
	50

	Marc PRICE
	3
	2
	1
	1
	2
	1
	0
	1
	2
	10

	Malc WHITBREAD
	3
	2
	1
	0
	10
	1
	0
	0
	2
	16

	Alan BURNS
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	0
	7
	4
	2
	18

	Les PRICE
	3
	2
	1
	5
	1
	1
	7
	1
	2
	20

	Ceri HUGHES
	3
	6
	1
	1
	6
	1
	7
	2
	2
	26

	Tim MACKLEY
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	10
	8
	1
	8
	32

	Tegwyn HUGHES
	3
	7
	1
	1
	5
	1
	7
	5
	8
	35

	Dave TOMLEY
	4
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2
	0
	1
	7

	JPR
	4
	3
	0
	0
	0
	8
	2
	0
	0
	13

	Matthew TOMLEY
	4
	2
	1
	0
	0
	1
	8
	5
	0
	17

	Dafydd MORGANS
	4
	2
	0
	0
	2
	8
	3
	5
	2
	22

	Malcolm SUMNER
	4
	2
	1
	1
	5
	7
	7
	1
	1
	25

	Angus HORNBY
	4
	1
	0
	10
	1
	8
	4
	6
	8
	38

	Chris BOWLER
	4
	6
	3
	9
	6
	9
	8
	6
	9
	56

	Jo WILLETT
	5
	2
	7
	0
	1
	7
	0
	0
	8
	25


CLASS 1

CLASS 2: Mike Lee

CLASS 3: Marc Price

CLASS 4: Dave Tomley

CLASS 5: Jo Willett

TRIALED AND TESTED

Two trials in a month? No it wasn’t a misprint but an extra one squeezed in for the one cancelled earlier in the year. This time round saw us at probably one of our most trialed & tested sites, ‘Trisant’ and falling on bonfire weekend sparks could fly!

It’s about this time of year when the classes are finally being fought out, class 4 could well be a three way battle as Matt’s driving this year has surpassed his old man on occasions, and JPR? You know where to put your money. Class 3, let’s move on quickly, the results speak for themselves.

The weather on our side and a good turn out of drivers meant we were in for a good day. Unfortunately we can only use the other side of the road, not the main site due to the usual bigots and red tape. But Ian and Simon had laid, what looked like some cracking sections with a variety of ‘Icelandic’ hill climbs, axle twisters and mud runs thrown in for good measure.

The first section proved the advantage and good use of a shunt as Angus was the only one to scramble pass the 2 gate.

A welcome return for Malc Whitbread and Chris Bowler saw a mixed bag of results, Malc scoring low all day except for the fence on section 4 that jumped out and cried “10”.

Chris on the other hand driving his newly built 90” winch truck was struggling on the stiff suspension and lack of tyre grip.

Class 3 was being very closely contested between Marc, Alan and me up until lunch, until it all went pear shape for me, section 5 clipping the fence and rapidly high scores. Alan doing what he does best, breaking a diff on section 6 led the way for Marc to walk away with the class.

Section 5 had an interesting axle twister, dropping in and out of a gully which JPR found a challenge in its self, not only was he stopped in his tracks it took several attempts to extract the ‘Beast’. This was a big set back for John whilst Dave T was gloating and cheering. Matt was off the pace after an ‘8’ dropped on section 6, a simple side slope that soon got cut up.

Mike in the wallowing rangie gave us plenty of entertainment through out the day, no more so than on section 7 with a gallant drive to the 2 gate, the 1 gate being on for the big V8 boys only with a mad scramble up a hill climb.

Section 8 was a sat nav section, winding down through the old ruins, back up a stretch of seemingly easy sand which turned out to be bloody soft, to a tricky stepped ridge.

Alan now driving ‘Scrapsu’ sunk quickly in the sand whilst trying to rearrange the gearbox. The sand now proving difficult was catching out the drivers.

Eventual class winners were Mike (2) challenging himself, Marc,”gggrrrr” (3), Dave T (4) & Jo (5)

A grand day out, good challenging and thoughtfully laid out sections by Ian and Simon, cheers guys, and no, the sparks did not fly!!

Tim Mackley

MOTORING NEWS

Did you know that the government has had a study done which recommends that the top rate for Vehicle Excise Duty should be £1,500 per annum. This would be £300 per band. So we would have that on top of £1.10 per litre with no other alternative means of travel/transport.

NOVEMBER TRIAL

RESULTS: 18/11/2007

	

	   DRIVER


	CL
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	TRIAL TOTAL

	Simon Crowe
	2
	5
	6
	5
	8
	0
	5
	29

	Tim Mackley
	3
	5
	1
	5
	2
	1
	5
	19

	Mick Maskelyne
	3
	1
	7
	5
	1
	0
	7
	21

	Les Price
	3
	4
	5
	5
	2
	0
	5
	21

	Marc Price
	3
	5
	6
	5
	1
	0
	6
	23

	Arwel Davies
	3
	5
	7
	5
	2
	1
	5
	25

	Alan Burns
	3
	4
	6
	5
	6
	1
	4
	26

	Clive Meldrum
	3
	8
	1
	5
	2
	7
	5
	28

	Dafydd Morgans
	4
	2
	4
	5
	8
	4
	5
	28

	Angus Hornby
	4
	8
	6
	5
	7
	7
	3
	36

	Chris Spittle
	5
	0
	1
	5
	1
	0
	0
	7

	Jo Willett
	5
	1
	4
	2
	1
	1
	5
	14


CLASS 1

CLASS 2: Simon Crowe

CLASS 3: Tim Mackley

CLASS 4: Dafydd Morgans

CLASS 5: Chris Spittle
Return to Coed Trallwm – ‘The Snow Trial’

Having missed the first trial at Coed Trallwm, I wasn’t exactly sure what to expect. I packed plenty of warm clothing even though the forecast was for rain in the early evening, we are of course in Wales! And am I glad I packed them. It rained nearly all morning and despite being in amongst the trees there was little protection from it. On top of the steady rain that was falling, it was also very cold, so cold in fact that after lunch the rain turned to snow!

So, despite the appalling weather conditions that Chris had so kindly ordered for us, we got down to business! Twelve drivers braved the elements and signed up for a day of fun! It would be almost impossible for me to describe in any sort of detail each individual section as most were in amongst the trees, they would all sound the same (Plus I had been making notes all morning on how people were doing, who was doing what etc, but at lunch I went move the score sheet and it fell to pieces! I think I managed to decipher the scores correctly!). Mud, trees, ditches and plenty of stumps to catch everyone out, would be an accurate description! All but the third section had a good variety of scores, so depending on when you went, where you went and what line you took decided what score you got! Unfortunately the third section we did was abandoned, Jo went through first and after he had driven through one part, between the six and five a big boggy hole appeared right by a root. Everyone else after him failed and agreed it would be best if everyone else scored a five. Marc and Chris Spittle had spotted a line that they thought may work, unfortunately they both got caught on stumps. A very brave effort by both! Marc was able to drive around the stumps and get out from the trees, but Chris got stuck and had to be man-handled out, I didn’t watch all the action as I walked back for dinner and a warm and left them too it!!

It was great to see Mick Maskelyne back in action with his long awaited motor, what has it been, three or four years since he started building! Never mind Mick, it was great to see you out again. And despite being in the largest class of the day (class 3) a very well deserved 2nd in class. Of all the drivers that turned out, seven were in class three. The competition was fierce! At the close of play, only nine points separated 1st and last place in Class three. Dafydd and Angus were the only contenders in class 4, with Dafydd getting the upper hand. Chris and Jo in class 5 were fairly close all day until the final section when Chris cleared and Jo, with what sounded like a poorly diff, could only manage a five. Simon was the sole class 2 representative but put on a good show regardless. Simon has started to wind everyone up about this beast of a motor that he is building ready for class 3 next year!

It was good to see Clive back out after the nasty roll at JPR’s. He even managed to be first off the line on the first section of the day! Now that’s dedication for you! Shame he got stuck in the bog at the eight gate, but it got stuck with the pedal flat to the floor, so the roll obviously hasn’t put him off too much!! Both Les and Angus had a go at lying their vehicles down, Les in the morning with a very gentle roll and Angus being the last motor on the last section was going to give us that last little bit of excitement for the day! 

Sorry that this may seem very vague, and certainly doesn’t do any justice to all the effort that Chris and Tegwyn, and any other helpers they had, put into setting out a great trial. My brain was frozen solid by the end of the day and no matter how hard I look at the scores I just can’t seem to remember a great deal of detail. The fact that I am writing this a week later doesn’t help either!

Laura Burns

CLUB SHOP

It’s not too late to order something for Christmas. Get in touch but don’t leave it too much longer.



NEXT TRIAL

TEAM TRIAL

DATE:

9th December 2007
VENUE:

Cwmgilla, Knighton, Powys

C.O.C.

Jo Willett

Scrutineering 8-30 to 9-15am


�





�





DECEMBER 2007





APRIL’S TRIAL


Well we eventually had the April trial on 4th November at Trisant, and the weather was probably better than we had earlier in the year. Having two trials in a month will probably become something of a feature in coming years. 











SPONSOR TORQUE DIRTY


Sponsor a copy or copies of Torque Dirty. The cost of preparing and posting Torque Dirty is about £12.00 per month. Do you know someone or are you willing to?!!





PASSENGERS


Just a reminder. All passengers, who take part in the trial, MUST be club members and ‘sign-on’. This is an M.S.A. requirement for insurance purposes. Any driver who carries a passenger during a trial, who is not signed on, is liable for exclusion from the event. 








TRIALLING CHAMPIONSHIP


Next year, 2008, the Club’s Trial Championship will be governed by revised rules. There will be 12 trials, an extra trial being on 18th May. A full and more detailed explanation will be made available in January’s newsletter.








REQUEST PLEASE


It is requested that Clerks of the Course complete an ‘Event Incident Sheet’ for every event. This is to record officials and any incident. Health & Safety record in case of any future claim(s).








A BIG THANK YOU


Finally the Committee would like to thank everyone who has officiated and helped, in any way, at any event during 2007. Without you there would be no events and we look forward to everyone’s continued help and support in the coming year








TRIAL DATES 2008





20th JAN		Marc & Ian





17th FEB		Dave Dee





16th MAR		Dave & Matthew





20th APR		J.B. & Malcolm





4th & 5th MAY		Jo	





18th MAY		VACANT





15th JUN	Dave Lloyd & Mike Lee





20th JUL		Tom & Simon





17th AUG 		Tim & Chris Spittle





21st SEPT		JPR





19th OCT		Martin





16th NOV 		Vacant





14th DEC		Team Trial








If anyone wants to assist, where there is only one C.O.C., please let us know. Still require a C.O.C. for May & November.





The diary will be updated with venues as soon as they are known.











OTHER NOTABLE DATES 2008





12 –13 JAN	Autosport International Show, N.E.C. B’ham








30th MAR	Clocks go forward





5th APR 	Sodbury Land Rover Sort-out








23-26 MAY 	ARC National





11-13 JUL	Goodwood Festival of Speed.








18 – 20 JUL	Land Rover Show, Billing Aquadrome, Northants








19-21 SEPT 	Goodwood Revival





26th OCT	Clocks go back





14–16 NOV 	Classic Car Show, B’ham








20th DEC	Christmas Dinner





If anyone has any notable dates for the diary that they think other members may be interested in please pass them to Malcolm Sumner.
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