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As you all know, for the past two months Chris H and I have taken over the running of this magazine. There were awesome reviews for the first issue in February, as with the second in March. 

However, it has come to light that many people are without broadband so have slow internet download speeds. This is making it difficult for them to access the website and acquire the Magazine and online, which is turning out to be a major dilemma.
Chris and I have put our heads together and come up with a solution! Hurrah!

Every month we will create 2 separate styles of the magazine:

The first will be a text only version of the magazine suitable for emailing and printing for posting. This will cut the time needed to download the magazine significantly.

The second will be the snazzy version which will be published on the Website.

We also have a big apology to make to all of those who receive their magazine in the post. Malcolm Sumner had taken over the posting of the Magazine; however, he ran into difficulties when he was printing them off. This is why you are receiving your magazines a month later than promised!

Fingers crossed that some of the initial setbacks are now resolved. 

If anybody has any constructive suggestions for improvement, or any other problems or queries about the magazine do not hesitate to let either myself or Chris H know. 

In the mean time, don’t moan about the gremlins, write a contribution to include in Torque Dirty - As I’ve said each month, this magazine is for you! Therefore it needs your input!!! 

Victoria Hughes
Sun, Rail, Hail & Snow, and that was before 8am!

Ashfield Trial Report - March 2007

The day began with a nice trip to mid Wales, early on a Sunday morning, with weather including, Sun, Rain, Hail & Snow, and that was before 8am. Then it was off to ‘The Price Estate’, for a full nice full English breakfast, trouble was we were running late, and had missed it!

With a good turnout for the forecasted weather, the day began, with JPR just arriving to drive his delivered, clean serviced motor. 

The 1st Section of the day was a nice warm-up, with a ‘Wall of death’ for the ten & nine gate. For some reason JPR was first off! After 10 concerned drivers & Alan, had walked the section, the atmosphere was quieter than the England Rugby teams changing room on Saturday evening!! With a good range of scores ranging from clears, to Chris Hughes taking a new line and getting stuck going down hill in the four gate. 

The second section was a little less windy. This section saw Jo get a clear, Mark get a 2, and Les a 3, with Arwel’s leaf Sprung Diesel managing a 4.  

Next it was off to section 3, this was the section that Dave got so stuck, Ceri had to winch the rather large rock out of the way, which we believe that had been thrown at us by a Welsh Rugby Hooligan on there way past on Saturday afternoon. This section ran well, with Angus, Tim & Frank getting clears, with a 1 for JPR & Mark.

Section 4 started easy, but after Mr Richards & Mr Bright spent so long looking at the 3, 2 & 1, they missed to notice the fact that there were some muddy ruts in the 8 gate, which manage to catch them. With mainly 8’s and 2’s scored, Jo & Tim managed a 1. 

Section 5 saw us head back towards the parking area. This section saw us loop round & round several times, then head off uphill. Frank was first off, managing a 4, this was the same for Alan, Tim, Les & Mark. The Fiddle Brothers Chris & Jo, managed clears, whilst JPR thought he would go a bit further, managing to find a looming stone in the fern.

After Lunch we headed up hill, to one of the windiest points of the site. If we were driving, this wouldn’t of been a nice section with a full stomach.  Jo got the ball rolling, managing a 4, and then found a very large stone on his way out of section; JPR thought he would tow him off it, but in fact towed him further on to it, bending his reinforced steering arm, to the shape of a Banana. This section proved that a little motor was just as effective as a larger one. 

Section 7, started in the familiar setting of the trees & rocks by the side of the road, Chris Hughes, & one of the fiddle brothers managed clears, with the other fiddler catching the 4 gate. Mr Price junior was on a mission on this section, managing to break a rear spring, knocking the rear axle back a bit, allowing the prop-shaft to ‘pop-out’. But the problem was, he was the wrong side of a marshy piece of ground, with only front wheel drive, so we all agreed (inc Les) that the Tomley machine should tow him through it. Marc appeared the other side, looking like he was sat on a massive lump of soil on wheels, also known as Scrapsu. Which I believe took Les a while to wash. Oops !!

The last section of the day started with a bit of a mud run. On this Section Half Pint was driven around 4 times, scoring 6, 6, 6 and the owner managing a 2. Angus with the largest motor managed the same score as the fiddle brothers a CLEAR. Then came the Builth Wells OAP Sunday outing, which managed to get as far as the 3 gate. Whatever help John thought he may get by taking Frank around with him, it obviously didn’t pay off!!

Once the eight sections were completed we all believed the trial was over, but we were all wrong. It all started when somebody had the idea of towing a Shiny Toyota Surf out, by covering them in as much mud as they possibly could. It then went from bad to worse, with Vans, Pick-Ups & Trailers stuck to their axles everywhere. Finally everybody was towed out, though Chris Hughes headed off towards Rhayader, the easiest line out into the traffic with the Landrover 90 towing trailer & trialler with Angus’s Nissan and his trailer & trailer attached!  

Hope no offence has been taken from this report. *

Dave & Matthew Tomley 
*(Editors note – however if you do take o fence you score 10, naturally!)

TRAINING DAYS FOR TRIALS EVENT OFFICIALS

A series of PRACTICAL days are proposed for anyone who has already been, or wants to be in future a club Trials Clerk of the Course, Safety Officer (C-o-C’s “2nd man”) or Marshal.

IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED THAT NEW C-o-C’s ATTEND ONE OF THE SESSIONS!

Each day will cover, depending on the needs of those attending:

· The Rule Book Guidelines for C-o-C’s etc.

· Risk Management - crowd control!

· Laying out a trial -  what to avoid, what to include

· Vehicle de-bogging -  keeping control of towing / snatching

· Roll-over recovery - safe methods

-
Winch recovery - the do’s & don’ts

We will set up real scenarios for each item  -  this is not theoretical stuff, folks!!

The training sessions are £10.00 per person (this will be donated to the Air Ambulance) and will be held near Newbridge on Wye with MWMAC Ltd. (“Land-based Training for Professionals”)

The days will be restricted to SIX people on a first come, first served basis.

We will hold as many events as possible until everyone requesting has attended

 It is not necessary to bring a trialler but you may be asked to.

Donations to the Wales Air Ambulance will be welcomed each session.

WE NOW HAVE SIX PEOPLE WANTING TO DO THE TRAINING DAY – IT WILL BE WHEN LINDA IS BACK ON HER PINS: bear with us for the dates

Further dates for 2007 – to be announced.

Please phone Chris. Hughes on 01597 860123 or 07775571449 (leave a message if ansaphone on) or e-mail sws@midwales.com to book your place, giving date preference.
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IMPORTANT PEOPLE…..

If you need to know what’s going on, and where, please contact one of your Committee Members.

Please ensure to call before 9pm

Frank Bright

Chair


01547 550 200

Dave Dee

Vice Chair

01970 890 664

Chris Hughes

Company Secretary
01597 860 123

Elaine Bradshaw
Membership Secretary
01545 570 240

John Bradshaw

Committee Member
01545 570 240

Ian MacMahon

Competition Secretary
01974 241 039

Martin James

Committee Member
01970 832 729

Malcolm Sumner
Treasurer

01545 571 547

Tim Mackley

Committee Member
01597 810 518

Remember that some of these numbers are also business numbers, please keep calls to a minimum!

Don’t forget our official website where an archive of all Torque Dirty™’s are available to read online!

www.midwalesfourwheeldriveclub.co.uk
Email : torquedirty@midwalesfourwheeldriveclub.co.uk

Date : 

April 15th 2007

Venue : 
TBA

C.o.C : 

TBA

Due to confusion within The Club, we do not have a venue or a C.o.C. organised for the April trial.

If anybody knows of a venue or wishes to be C.o.C at the trial please let one of your Committee Members know a.s.a.p.

I will email everyone as soon as it has been organised. It will then be left up to you as a Club to let those who do not have access to email know.

If it is not organised soon The Club will miss out on an April Trial!

I will not post this months Torque Dirty™ onto the website until I know the full details of Aprils’ Trial.

Victoria Hughes

Don’t forget to volunteer to write the Trial Report each month!

This magazine is for you, and so should be written by you!

A big Thank You to Dave and Matthew for taking the time to write this months report and results sheet!
Email : torquedirty@midwalesfourwheeldriveclub.co.uk
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