Mid-Wales Four Wheel Drive Club Limited

Torque Dirty


[image: image2.jpg]


                    








                                               

WHAT’S NEWS





TEAM TRIAL RESULTS

CWMGILLA - 9th DECEMBER 2007

	   DRIVER


	CL
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	TRIAL TOTAL

	Matthew Morgan
	2
	6
	7
	10
	4
	8
	9
	10
	3
	-
	-
	57

	Tim Mackley
	3
	3
	9
	10
	8
	1
	3
	6
	1
	-
	-
	41

	Simon Crowe
	3
	2
	3
	10
	3
	8
	3
	6
	8
	-
	-
	43

	Matthew Tomley
	4
	5
	9
	2
	3
	0
	0
	7
	3
	-
	-
	29

	Angus Hornby
	4
	3
	7
	10
	8
	6
	3
	7
	3
	-
	-
	47

	Chris Spittle
	5
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	-
	-
	3

	Ian McMahon
	5
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	6
	0
	-
	-
	8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


I thought I should publish the table of the team trial results so we could see who made the effort to take part. The above are all the hardy souls that braved the conditions and entered the team trials. Even the officials took part, so as to make the numbers up.
TRIAL REPORTS
(We normally struggle to get one then two come along together!!!!)

LIMITED Slippery Diffs

It was decided at a recent committee meeting that the scrutineer was to start checking competitor’s footwear for sufficient grip and depth of sole tread, so if your boots fail you won’t be able to walk the sections. You’ve been warned!

On the evidence at the trial at Bwlch-Llwyn nr Penybont most of us would have failed, it was like watching novices on an ice skating rink.

Under the watchful eyes of Ian and Marc the first trial of the year wasn’t looking good after the recent persistent rain, but the day went superbly without any drama and all the motors managed to stay on all fours.

Angus got us away on the first section which involved a tricky downward slippery slope negotiating a large oak tree, over a huge fallen tree trunk and an impossible steep climb to the 1 gate. It was evident that you had to be 1st or 2nd away on the sections as they were cutting up quickly. Angus nosed through the 2 gate for a 1 followed by all class 5’s. Everyone else had to settle for the large oak at the 7 as if a large magnet drew you to it.

The sections were being driven quickly by the eleven motors, class 5 using their advantage of fiddles and diff locks to push them through the 1 gate.

The final mud run proved interesting on section 3; again as more motors passed through the less chance you had of reaching the final gates. JPR using all his horses was sinking fast at the 2 gate, claiming Les, Arwel and Matthew at the 4.

Last section before lunch had us winding back and forth across the main track with some muddy pools thrown in . Chris had one of his mental blockages and completely missed the 7 gate, the rest of us getting clears and 1’s.

Next up after lunch came the badger holes, you had to pick a route and stick to it. After the 3 gate on a blind crest a big hole was waiting to catch you out, miss-judge it and it was curtains as Simon found out as he was stopped in his tracks with plenty of cheers from the rest of us. Most of us found the hole too but managed to get the bounce out of it with Chris getting airborne.

Class 5 had a rocky ledge to negotiate and Tom found out how strong his cv’s and diff,s were ending up with 2WD, back to the drawing board Tom .

At this point Angus had a credible lead but it all went pear shape at the next section around the bomb hole proving to catch a few out. A tight 8 gate was Angus’s lot as he clipped the cane and the 7 to follow over the rocks caught out myself, Les and Jo. Good clears from JPR, Tom and Chris.

Back down on the bottom track the last section saw us doing a big loop through the marshy bracken, up and around some larches with a steep step up for the 1 gate. The usual suspects managed clears, some being caught out at the tricky hump at the 4.

Final scores proved interesting as 4 finished on 9 points, Chris, Tom Jo and JPR. 

Class 2 Robert in his 90, Class 3 myself, Class 4 JPR and Class5 a draw.

A good trial guys and with a few motors being hurriedly finished in the workshops it can only mean one thing more competition and more banter!

Tim Mackley

(Report number two!!!!)
Anyone for a wet one?

Well that has got to have been one of the wettest trial weekends we’ve had for ages.  Sam, Marc, Les, me and the dogs turned up on Saturday to set up, less the scrapsu. I thought that if we got stuck with it, we would never get it unstuck with only our 110 on A/T’s and the chippers Isuzu on road tyres for extraction.

Sunday morning soon rolled up, and we were greeted at the gate by Arwel, at 0815 he must have got up early.  Everyone made it up to the car parking part of the field with out any drama.

So on to the action.  We were 11 drivers all signed on and ready to go.  Section 1 started with a steepish drop and a bit of a side slope towards the 7 and 6 a quick weave around the trees, over a large fallen tree, back across the slope and up a slippery rocky slope for a clear. Simple! Or maybe not. We were aware when we setup that the ground was horrendously wet. Jo’s motor failed before the start gate, some sort of fuel pump issue I think, so he drove Tom’s.  Quite a few failed on the turn across the slope and scored a 7, Tim managed the turn with some careful and skilful throttle pinned to floor and hope driving, only to slide off the tree in to the 5.  Some good 1’s from Angus, Jo, Chris and Tom.

Section 2, a nice simple start, up to a nasty little up hill climb with a hole in it. Why on earth would anyone put a gate there? Hehe.  Across a small wet ditch, over some cross ruts, loop around the tree, then through a horrible little hole and up yet another slippery rocky climb. Arwel was very unlucky when he was having a good blast up the hill at the start when his door came open and clouted the 9, quite a few others failed on the climb. Jo managed to get stuck on the large rock for a 4. Good clears from Tom and Chris.

Section 3, started on the flat, a short climb up a small step, weave your way across the slope and the trees, then blast up the wet mud run. Class 5 had a quick dive out and fiddle to get back in for the 3. A couple of 4’s and 5’s I think it was here that Simon decided he wants some different tyres.  The tyres span quite happily flinging the mud all over him, but not actually moving forwards very much.  A 1 from JPR when he sank quicker than the titanic, everyone else managed a clear.

Section 4 saw you start by the side of a track, cross it, round a tree, back across, around another tree (remember that bit Chris?) cross the track again and again, up a small step to a clear. Chris managed to get lost for an 8, Matthew also an 8 but not sure why.  A good 3 from Rob in his 90, and 1 or clear from the others.  By this time we were starving, so back for dinner.

After lunch the next section turned out to be far too easy, with the only casualty being Arwel who scored an 8, failing to turn in for the gate at the start of the gorse. Clears for everyone else. That section looked like it would cut up much quicker than it did, never mind.

Section 6 saw us move to some trees and some old unused badger holes.  There was some serious arm wrenching going on here as you tried to dodge the 2 holes the right width to swallow an axle at the 3 gate, I think it was Simon who was first to go and give us all a good laugh as he stopped dead and the back jumped across into the 3. Rob and Matthew fell foul at the holes earlier on for a 6. 2’s 1’s and clears for the others. This is where Tom’s newly fitted CV decided it wasn’t up to the job and committed suicide.

Section 7 was the section in a large crater. You started on the side turned blind and on the angle into the crater, up through the 7 and back in and out for the 6 and 5. Up the short sharp climb and a quick right turn and back down. Quick loop in the field and back up the climb to the finish.  A number of you suffered in the crater, both coming in and going out.  Angus was the first casualty on the turn in for an 8.  7’s and 8’s from Tom (now driving Jo’s) Matthew, Rob, Tim and even Les in the little nimble scrapsu failed.  Arwel drove to a well deserved 3, good 1’s from Simon and Jo. With superb clears from Chris and JPR.

On to the last. Was quite a long section, which started with a couple of loops around some trees on the slope, across a wet bit which turned out to be not that wet, up a small ledge bank, through the bracken across a track which had a high bank on the exit, up the track back into the trees for another loop, back across a ditch and up into the trees again for a clear.  I think Arwel was first off and got caught out at the 5.  Rob slid off the ledge and into the 7, the rest of you managed to get virtually to the end, with 2’s from Angus and Matthew. 1’s from a crowd from class 3, Les, Simon and Tim. 0’s from JPR and the class 5 gang of Chris, Tom and Jo.

Hope you have all recovered from all the slipping and falling over that went on? I think everyone fell over at one stage or another.

Thanks to Marc, Sam, Malc W and Mart for standing around marshalling.  Hope you all enjoyed it. I did!  

See you next month.  Ian.
	RESULTS – 20/01/2008

Bwlch-Llwyn, Penybont.
	CLASS 1

CLASS 2 Matthew Morgan

CLASS 3 Tim Mackley

CLASS 4 JPR

CLASS 5 Jo Willett

	   DRIVER


	CL
	Chp Points
	QUAL
	SEASON

TOTAL
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	TRIAL TOTAL

	Matthew Morgan
	2
	10
	N/Q
	10
	7
	8
	4
	8
	0
	6
	7
	2
	-
	-
	42

	Rob Till


	2
	9
	N/Q
	9
	8
	8
	5
	3
	0
	6
	8
	7
	-
	-
	45

	Tim Mackley
	3
	10
	N/Q
	10
	5
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	7
	1
	-
	-
	16

	Siomon Crowe
	3
	9
	N/Q
	9
	7
	8
	4
	0
	0
	3
	1
	1
	-
	-
	24

	Les Price


	3
	8
	N/Q
	8
	7
	8
	5
	0
	0
	1
	7
	1
	-
	-
	29

	Arwel Davies
	3
	7
	N/Q
	7
	7
	9
	5
	1
	8
	1
	3
	5
	-
	-
	39

	JPR


	4
	10
	N/Q
	10
	7
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-
	-
	9

	Angus Hornby
	4
	9
	N/Q
	9
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8
	2
	-
	-
	14

	Jo Willett


	5
	10
	N/Q
	10
	1
	4
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	-
	-
	8

	Chris Spittle
	5
	9
	N/Q
	9
	1
	0
	0
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-
	-
	9

	Tom Jewell
	5
	8
	N/Q
	8
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	7
	0
	-
	-
	9


CLUB DATES 2008

NOTABLE DATES 2008



NEXT TRIAL

2nd TRIAL 2008
DATE:

10th February 2008
VENUE:

Cwmergyr
C.O.C.

Dave Dee
Scrutineering 8-30 to 9-15am
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If you use the lane from the Dyffryn Castell Hotel please DO NOT use the cattle grids, as they are private property. 
Be sure to CLOSE ALL GATES behind you.

If you use the top entrance, off the main road, please be very careful with heavy trailers and lorries on the steep loose track. Remember that there is a tight hairpin bend halfway down.

COMMITTEE MEETING


8.00PM Friday 25th January 2008


Dyffryn Castell, Ponterwyd





ANNIVERSARY


The Club is still trying to establish how old it actually is. Memories cannot recall if the Club was formed in 1988 or 1989.





You may think,’Why does this matter”. Well, any excuse for a Party. 





Dave Lloyd is sifting through old manuscripts and enquiries have been made with the M.S.A. 


The M.S.A. records appear to suggest the Club was registered with them in 1989, but their computer systems were updated in 1994 and this may not be correct. Their words not mine. 





If we can establish when our 20th Anniversary is we intend to hold a party. More details will be made available in due course.





CHARITY DONATIONS





The total raised for our nominated charities , by the Club Members in 2007, was £630.00.





This will split between The Welsh Air Ambulance Service and a cancer charity, for which the details have to be obtained. WELL DONE AND THANK YOU EVERYBODY.





TEAM TRIAL





Due to the very low attendance, at this years team trial, it will be changed for next year.





The Team Trial will be run, in conjunction with our May Bank Holiday Trial, over 3rd, 4th and 5th of May, 2008. 





This will be a normal championship trial where everyone will be competing for their individual championship points, with the addition that teams of three will be drawn by lots.





Scoring for the team trial will be the best two scores, from the three competitors, for each section counting to the total overall score. E.g. On  Section One Car 1 scores 3; Car 2 scores 7; & Car 3 scores 1 – The score for that team on that section would be 4 points.





CLUB TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP





This years Championship will run from 1st January 2008 to 30th November 2008. There will be 12 trials. Extra trial included on 18th May 2008.





Next years Championship will run from 1st December 2008 to 30th November 2009. This should consist of 13 trials.





�





FEBRUARY 2008











IMPORTANT INFORMATION


The February trial will take place on


Sunday 10th February 2008.





The committee agreed to change the date as a number of our regular competitors will be attending the British Indoor 4 x 4 Show at the Donnington Exhibition Centre.














FEBRUARY


17			British Indoor 4X4 Show, Donnington Exhibition Centre





MARCH


30			Clocks go forward





APRIL


5	 	Sodbury Land Rover Sort-out





MAY


23-26		 	ARC National, Eastnor Castle, Ledbury





JUNE








JULY


11-13		Goodwood Festival of Speed.





18-20		Land Rover Show, Billing Aquadrome, Northants





AUGUST


North Wales LRC – (ALRC)Interclub – Plas Coch


Anglesey. (Excellent trial & weekend away)





SEPTEMBER


19-21		 	Goodwood Revival





OCTOBER


26th OCT		Clocks go back





NOVEMBER


14–16	 	Classic Car Show, B’ham





DECEMBER





WEBSITE


If anyone has been trying to access the club website the address has changed to:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.midwalesfourwheeldriveclub.com" ��http://www.midwalesfourwheeldriveclub.com�





There is a re-direct on the old site, if it is still there.





The change was made from ‘.co.uk’ because we are able to get 3 years hosting charges for the same price that we were paying for 1 year and we also get a more space for the site to grow on.





Do you have anything that you would want to put on the web-site.





Any ideas for features to be added to the pages. E.g. Sales, Wants, Forum, etc





It is the Club’s site so let’s use it.





In future months Torque Dirty will be put on the site and everyone can access it, or print it from there. I will just be sending out an e-mail to say that the next Torque Dirty is available.





Malcolm








17th FEB		Dave Dee – Cwmergyr





14th MAR		Committee Meeting – venue T.B.A,





16th MAR		Dave & Matthew -





20th APR		J.B. & Malcolm - Trisant





4th & 5th MAY		Jo	





18th MAY		VACANT





15th JUN	Dave Lloyd & Mike Lee





20th JUL		Tom & Simon





17th AUG 		Tim & Chris Spittle





21st SEPT		JPR





26th SEPT		Club A.G.M. – Dyffryn Castell





19th OCT		Martin





16th NOV 		Vacant





14th DEC		Team Trial





20th DEC 		Christmas & Presentation Dinner, The Talbot,


			Tregaron.








If anyone wants to assist, where there is only one C.o.C., please let us know. Still require a C.o.C. for May & November.





The diary will be updated with venues as soon as the C. o. C.s let the Competition Secretary know.











NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING


8.00pm FRIDAY 14th MARCH 2008 – VENUE TO BE ANNOUNCED


(Dyffryn Castell has been sold and will be closed for refurbishment????)





If anyone has any notable dates for the diary that they think other members may be interested in please pass them to Malcolm Sumner.
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