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WHAT’S NEWS



IMPORTANT CLUB INFORMATION

The full title of the club is ‘Mid Wales Four Wheel Drive Club Limited’, a company limited by guarantee having no share capital.

Company registration number: 3520969

DAVE DEE


Company Secretary

01970-890664

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

If you need to know what is going on, want to ask a question or put an idea forward contact any of the following committee members.

PLEASE CALL BEFORE 9.00 PM.

FRANK BRIGHT

Chairman


01547-550200

JOHN BRADSHAW

Vice Chair


01545-570240

IAN MCMAHON

Competition Secretary/
01974-241039





Club Secretary

TIM MACKLEY

Club Secretary

01597-810518

MALCOLM SUMNER
Treasurer/Club Shop
01545-571547

ELAINE BRADSHAW
Membership Secretary
01545-570240

MARTIN JAMES

Committee Member

01970-832729

CHRIS SPITTLE

Committee Member

01570-422696

JO WILLETT


Committee Member

01547-520328

Remember that some of these numbers are also business number. 

Please keep calls to a minimum.


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Don’t forget the Club’s official website where you can view past torque dirty issues, photographs and link to chat site.

	SITE

http://www.midwalesfourwheeldriveclub.com
CHAT SITE

http://www.midwales4x4.proboard55.com/




‘SCRUTIN’s EARS’

The Club handbook should be updated within the next month and be available on the internet.

It will be broken down into defined sections and include the supplementary regulations that the club issue for vehicles, drivers and competitions.

The Scrute

TIME OF THE YEAR FOR A 4x4

With this global warming that we are experiencing I found the best place to be, when nature is doing its best to keep you in doors and you are advised not to travel unless it is absolutely necessary, is in my Land Rover Discovery 3.

A week ago I had to travel to Birmingham to visit the folks. There was mayhem on the roads following strong winds, heavy rain, and some flooding.

I set out, in between heavy and blustery showers, under bright cloudy skies and made my way through Aberystwyth to make my usual trip over the Cambrians.

Managed to pop in and see Dave Dee at work in Capel Bangor, to deliver some Club documents and had a ‘chin-wag’. The weather was still dry, but it was soon to change. I could see it was getting very dark in northern quarters and it was moving my way. Over the top to Llangurig it threw everything at me. Strong gusting winds, heavy rain, hale, sleet, snow, thunder and lightning.  Was it something I had said or done.

Made it to Llangurig and carried on to Newtown and then onto Welshpool. About 3 miles out from Welshpool there was a half barrier across the road, ‘road closed’, it was the usual flooding. There was still traffic travelling from Welshpool so I followed some lorries and vans, who continued on the main road. I have had to use the diversion before and it took 45 minutes to get to Welshpool so it was worth having a look further along the road. The flooding was only just short of the island at the end of the Welshpool by-pass and any lorry, bus, van or four wheel drive should have been able to make there way through. It was a bit of a ‘no no’ for cars. Got through with out any problem and eventually cruised into Birmingham via the M54, M6 and M5 motorways.
The whole trip had taken me longer than usual but I had been carried in climate controlled comfort with sure footed four wheel drive and entertained by the in car stereo and CD player. No need for any stress or strain. Just proof, if it were needed, that it was definitely the car for the job. I am glad that I didn’t make the trip in my wife’s MG ZR as I usually do!!!!
Malcolm Sumner

MID WALES FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUB TRIALS CHAMPIONSHIP 2007
	   DRIVER
	CL
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	TRIAL TOTAL

	Brian Dumbarton
	2
	-
	10
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	9
	-
	-
	-
	28

	Mike Lee
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10
	9
	-
	-
	-
	10
	10
	-
	39

	Robert Till
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9

	Dafydd Morgans
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10

	Simon Crowe
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	10
	10
	10
	6
	9
	10
	58

	Lawrence Britt
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9

	Les Davies
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	4
	-
	8
	-
	-
	12

	Ian McMahon
	3
	9
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	-
	28

	Dave Dee
	3
	-
	9
	-
	-
	-
	5
	-
	-
	6
	7
	-
	-
	27

	Trevor Beck
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	3

	Les Price
	3
	1
	10
	6
	-
	7
	8
	7
	8
	5
	6
	7
	8
	48

	Marc Price
	3
	9
	9
	10
	-
	10
	7
	9
	9
	10
	10
	10
	7
	59

	Frank Bright
	3
	4
	8
	7
	-
	6
	-
	-
	-
	6
	-
	-
	-
	31

	Alan Burns
	3
	10
	-
	8
	-
	8
	-
	-
	-
	8
	-
	8
	5
	47

	Tim Mackley
	3
	9
	-
	9
	-
	9
	9
	8
	9
	7
	9
	5
	10
	55

	Chris Hughes
	3
	2
	7
	5
	-
	4
	-
	-
	5
	-
	-
	-
	9
	32

	Martin James
	3
	8
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	8

	Arwel Davies
	3
	7
	5
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	6
	4
	-
	-
	6
	32

	Tegwyn Hughes
	3
	3
	6
	-
	-
	2
	-
	9
	7
	-
	-
	4
	-
	31

	Clive Meldrum
	3
	6
	-
	-
	-
	5
	6
	10
	10
	9
	-
	-
	4
	46

	Ceri Hughes
	3
	5
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	-
	-
	-
	6
	-
	20

	Malcolm WHITBREAD
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	-
	9

	Mick Maskalyne
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	9

	Daffyd Morgans
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	5
	5
	7
	10
	36

	Tim Richards
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	7
	-
	-
	-
	-
	7

	John Bradshaw
	4
	8
	Ret
	-
	-
	7
	7
	-
	-
	8
	-
	-
	-
	30

	Malcolm Sumner
	4
	7
	Ret
	-
	-
	9
	5
	-
	-
	7
	5
	6
	-
	39

	Dave Tomley
	4
	-
	-
	9
	-
	-
	9
	10
	-
	6
	9
	10
	-
	53

	Matthew Tomley
	4
	-
	-
	9
	-
	-
	10
	8
	-
	10
	7
	8
	-
	52

	J.P.R.
	4
	10
	10
	10
	-
	10
	8
	9
	10
	9
	10
	9
	-
	60

	Angus Hornby
	4
	9
	9
	9
	-
	9
	6
	7
	8
	9
	8
	5
	9
	54

	Paul Dark
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	8
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	8

	Chris BOWLER
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	4
	-
	4

	Jo Willett
	5
	10
	10
	10
	-
	10
	9
	9
	9
	8
	8
	10
	9
	59

	Chris Spittle
	5
	9
	9
	9
	-
	9
	10
	-
	9
	9
	9
	-
	10
	56

	Tom Jewell
	5
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10
	10
	10
	7
	-
	-
	37

	Tim Brookes
	5
	7
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	7

	Dave Lloyd
	5
	8
	-
	-
	-
	7
	9
	-
	-
	Ret
	Ret
	-
	-
	24

	Jamie FOWLER
	5 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10
	-
	-
	10


The 2007 Club Trial Championship only resulted in 10 drivers qualifying in the championship results. This, under the current qualification criteria, was due to drivers not being a Clerk of the Course or assistant, the Steward of the Meeting or a Marshall. Also you would need to have driven and finished in at least six trials.
We had a total of 39 drivers take part in trials over 2007, some only being ‘one-offs’.

CLASS 1: Still no one competing in this class.

CLASS 2: Contained 6 drivers but they never attending consistently altogether. Out of a possible 72 trial drives for class 2 drivers there were only 17 trials driven.
CLASS 3: Contained 17 drivers with 3 drivers qualifying for the championship.

CLASS 4: Contained 10 drivers with 4 drivers qualifying for the championship.

CLASS 5: Contained 6 drivers with 2 drivers qualifying for the championship.

It is hoped that the new regulations for The Club Trial Championship for 2008 will encourage more people to drive in more trials and take at least one out to act as an official.

The Winners for the 2007 Championship had their trophies presented to them, by the Club Chairman – Frank Bright, on Saturday 15th December 2007 at the Christmas and Presentation Dinner held at the Elan Valley Hotel, Elan Village, Powys.

WINNER CLASS 2:

Simon Crowe

WINNER CLASS 3:

Marc Price

WINNER CLASS 4:

J.P.R.

WINNER CLASS 5:

Jo Willett.

Congratulations to all the winners and let’s see some of you out there next year trying to take the trophies off them.
CHRISTMAS AND PRESENTATION DINNER 15TH DECEMBER 2007

This year we held the event at the Elan Valley Hotel, Elan Village, Powys. Things looked to be promising as the bedrooms were lovely and warm along with very comfortable beds. The public rooms were also very comfortable and, for the 42 members and guests attending, the function room was an ideal size and seasonally decorated.

This proved to be the usual good night with plenty of banter, drinks, good food, prize giving, Christmas raffle and Christmas auction. 

The Raffle and Auction are regular events that raise funds which the Club donate to charities. There were a large number of prizes and items for auction which were donated by club members. Our thanks to everyone who gave so generously.

The Membership Secretary Elaine Bradshaw, along with her grand-daughter Amy, sold all of the raffle tickets. I do mean all the tickets as they had to be rationed as we ran out of tickets. The raffle raised a total of £74.00.
The presentation of club trophies was carried out by the Club Chairman - Frank Bright, ably assisted by the Club Vice Chairman - John Bradshaw. The winners of the trophies for the Club Trial Championship for 2007 have previously been listed. The other awards made were as follows: -

The Bob Williams Trophy 
For a member who has excelled in the Club - presented to Les Price for his long standing support of all Club activities and in particular for his support and assistance with Comp Safari events;
The Bradshaw Trophy

Award to a member for their endeavour – awarded to Clive Meldrum (not present) Clive showed his tenacity and skill to get his motor as far as possible;

Lloyd Entertainment Trophy

Awarded to a member who has done a bit more than most in keeping themselves and others entertained during trials – awarded to Clive Meldrum (not present) for his ‘all out’ driving style and at times inverted view of things.

The star attraction of the night was the Auction and no lesser star than J.P.R. took on his usual duties as auctioneer. The order of the day was do not blink, cough, ‘break-wind’, scratch, twitch or you would buy something!!!!! Again members opened their wallets and gave generously to provide a record total of £371-75. 
Thanks to everyone who attended and to everyone who helped out, in particular Tim Mackley who arranged the function at short notice. See you all next year on 20th December 2008 at The Talbot in Tregaron.
CLUB DATES 2008

NOTABLE DATES 2008



MID WALES FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUB TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP REGULATIONS.
BRIEF DETAILS
1. The Championship will normally run from the first trial in January to the last trial in November.
2. There is no maximum or minimum number of trials that can be run through the year. This is at the discretion of the Committee due to any prevailing conditions.

3. The idea of driving in a trial is to score the least number of points as is possible whilst negotiating a section.
4. A trial section consists of 10 gates but may also have crossed canes, a ‘Start Gate’ or canes that are not numbered, known as a ‘dead-gate’. All these canes are ‘live’ and if touched will incur a score. 
5. Points are scored by hitting any canes, stopping (the ceasing of forward motion), looping or driving outside the line of the section.

6. If your vehicle gets stuck or bogged down do not spin your wheels needlessly and dig big holes for the following drivers to get stuck in. It is not very sporting and the Clerk of the Course may decide it is unnecessary and give you 10 points.

7. If you hit any fences or designated boundary you will score a maximum of 10 points for that section, no matter how far you have travelled through the section.

8. Any competing vehicle must drive within two vehicle widths of the driven line of a section. If in doubt over a line or course you wish to take you must consult with the Clerk of the Course.

9. The driver with the least points scored through the trial will be declared the class winner and be awarded 10 ‘Championship Points’. 

10. ‘Championship Points’ will then be awarded on a descending scale from 10 to 1 point.
11. To qualify for the Championship you must have carried out the duties of Clerk of the Course; Assistant Clerk of the Course; Steward of the Meeting; or Marshall. No points are awarded or the duties but the driver’s points record is endorsed for qualification.
12. The best results from of 6 trials count when deciding the Championship, 60 points being the maximum score. There is no minimum number of trials that you must have driven to qualify for the Championship.
13. At the discretion of the C.o.C. long wheelbase vehicles, 95” or above will be allowed up to two shunts per section. The location of the shunt(s) MUST be declared to the ‘Start’ Marshall prior to commencing the section. Any shunt must be made keeping the vehicle inside the driven line of the course.
The handbook should be updated soon and all members will have one made available to them.

NEXT TRIAL

1st  TRIAL 2008
DATE:

20th January 2008
VENUE:

Bwlch-Llwyn, Penybont
C.O.C.

Ian McMahon & Marc Price
Scrutineering 8-30 to 9-15am
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GREETINGS AND LETS START AGAIN





It is not the end of 2007 and yet this is the first issue of Torque Dirty for 2008.





I hope that everyone had a great Christmas and Santa bought them things for their pride and joy, and possibly their motors. 





A new trialling season starts on 16th January and we hope the revised format will encourage more drivers to ‘qualify’ for the Championship in 2008. An article, laying out the regulations and qualification for the ‘Club Trialling Championship for 2008’, is contained in this issue. 





Remember, you cannot qualify unless you carry out the duties of the Clerk of the Course, the Steward of the Meeting or a Marshall.





Here is hoping for a great year of sport and looking forward to an equally good and prosperous New Year. 











JANUARY


12 –13		Autosport International Show, N.E.C. Birmingham





FEBRUARY


17			British Indoor 4X4 Show, Donnington Exhibition Centre





MARCH


30			Clocks go forward





APRIL


5	 	Sodbury Land Rover Sort-out





MAY


23-26		 	ARC National, Eastnor Castle, Ledbury





JUNE








JULY


11-13		Goodwood Festival of Speed.





18-20		Land Rover Show, Billing Aquadrome, Northants





AUGUST


North Wales LRC – (ALRC)Interclub – Plas Coch


Anglesey. (Excellent trial & weekend away)





SEPTEMBER


19-21		 	Goodwood Revival





OCTOBER


26th OCT		Clocks go back





NOVEMBER


14–16	 	Classic Car Show, B’ham





DECEMBER





A FURTHER CELEBRATION





On Friday 14th December 2007, a small band of our members met up at the Belle Vue, in Llanlwni.





This was a small gathering of those that could not make the club Christmas dinner and presentation night on the Saturday 15th December, 2007 at the Elan Valley Hotel.





John Bradshaw officiated, as the Club’s Vice Chairman, in the awarding of shields to drivers for their performances in trials over 2007. 








20th JAN		Marc & Ian	Bwlch-Llwyn, Penybont





25th JAN		Committee Meeting – Dyffryn Castell





17th FEB		Dave Dee





16th MAR		Dave & Matthew





20th APR		J.B. & Malcolm





4th & 5th MAY		Jo	





18th MAY		VACANT





15th JUN	Dave Lloyd & Mike Lee





20th JUL		Tom & Simon





17th AUG 		Tim & Chris Spittle





21st SEPT		JPR





26th SEPT		Club A.G.M. – Dyffryn Castell





19th OCT		Martin





16th NOV 		Vacant





14th DEC		Team Trial





20th DEC 		Christmas & Presentation Dinner, The Talbot,


			Tregaron.








If anyone wants to assist, where there is only one C.o.C., please let us know. Still require a C.o.C. for May & November.





The diary will be updated with venues as soon as the C. o. C.s let the Competition Secretary know.














If anyone has any notable dates for the diary that they think other members may be interested in please pass them to Malcolm Sumner.
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