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WHAT’S NEWS












NOTABLE DATES 2008


NEXT TRIAL

11th TRIAL 2008

DATE:

19th October 2008

VENUE:

Cwmergyr

C.O.C.

Martin James.

Scrutineering 8-30 to 9-15am

If you use the lane from the Dyfryn Castell Hotel please DO NOT drive across the cattle grids as they are private property. Be sure that you close ALL gates behind you. If you use the top entrance, off the main road, please be careful with heavy trailers and lorries on the steep loose track. REMEMBER there is a tight hairpin bend halfway down.                                                    
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CLUB DATES


    


19th OCT		Martin James -  Cwmergyr.





16th NOV 		Malcolm Whitbread & Chris Bowler – Tsbyty Ystwyth





14th DEC		1st Trial for 2009 Club Championship (CoC still required)





20th DEC 		Christmas & Presentation Dinner, The Talbot, Tregaron.





TRIAL DATES FOR 2009





18th JAN		CoC Ian McMahon – Abergoed Quarry, Tregaron.          	





15th FEB		Trial T.B.A.





15th MAR		CoC Angus Hornby - Bwlchllwyn Hill, Pen Y Bont





19th APRIL		CoC  John Bradshaw & Malcolm Sumner – T.B.A





3rd  3rd MAY		CoC  Joe Willett  at  CwmGilla –Cwmgilla (Team Trial)





17th MAY		Trial T.B.A.





21st JUNE		Trial T.B.A.





12th JULY		CoC  Simon Crowe & Tom Jewell - Abercoed Quarry, Tregaron





16th AUG		C0C  Tim Mackley & Chris Spittle - MidWales Activity Centre





20th SEPT		CoC  John Richards - Castell JPR, Builth





18th OCT		CoC Martin James – Cwmergyr, Ponterwyd	





15th NOV		Trial T.B.A.





13th DEC		1st Trail 2010.	








The Club strongly recommends that, as a matter of personal safety, there should be the minimum of two persons present when setting-out any event. Also ALL persons should complete the officials signing-on form, prior to commencing the setting-out, for cover afforded by the M.S.A. event permit.
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COMPANY A.G.M. 2008





The A.G.M. took place, in some very pleasant surroundings, at the Hafod Hotel, Devils Bridge, at 8.00pm Friday 26th September, 2008.





The meeting was attended by 13 members, which is one of the lowest attendances we have had over recent years. This is with the club moving into its 20th Anniversary Year. 





The business element was quickly dispensed with a new member joining the committee. Welcome to Simon Crowe. Also a very big thank you to Chris Spittle for taking on the job of Club Secretary. The Secretary’s job is vital to keeping the club running smoothly and obviously keeping a record of what is happening. A full updated list of committee members is attached for you to retain, if you need to contact anyone.





Next years A.G.M. will be on Friday 25th September 2009 at a venue to be notified.





The meeting was closed at 8.48pm.





Malcolm Sumner 














TO ALL MEMBERS





If you have an email address could you please confirm this by sending an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:malcolm.sumner01@btinternet.com" ��malcolm.sumner01@btinternet.com�. By using the internet this saves the Club money on postage and producing paper documents. It also increases the speed of communication. I have some email address, on membership forms, that do not work and I receive failure notices whenever I send items out.         Malcolm Sumner





CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 26/09/2008


Following the A.G.M. a committee meeting was held to discuss issues that had recently arisen and items that needed to be addressed.





The major issue that required some clarification was the use of locking differentials, limited slip differentials, torque biasing differentials, or for that matter, any traction aiding device.





The other matters all related to membership, compliance with MSA and Supplementary Regulations and accounting for expenditure. These are all covered in this newsletter.











Dolybolion. If you mention pound notes to Malcolm he'll have them out of your wallet before you can blink!





Local boy Simon Crowe was the star of the day and drove the oil burner to a very impressive total of 7 points, usually in a cloud of black smoke as he powered the Tdi up 


the steep climbs. I drove that trialer at Crug a few years ago and initially it feels strange 


to sit centrally and straddle the gearbox, but it's actually a very good place to be and 


Simon certainly has the measure of it. Once again it's a testament to Land Rover as it 


uses a mixture of easily available parts to good effect, but it also needs someone to get 


the best out of it as Simon does.





In the same motor and close behind Simon was Marc Price who's currently begging drives while the Scrapsu is undergoing extensive and top secret, modification at an undisclosed centre of engineering excellence. Watch this space ( and the Forum ) for sneak pictures 


by our ace reporters in the field. Marc was close to Simon's score all day long, but 


finished with 12 points and second place.





The only person having a worse day that myself was Huw Wozencroft who broke some 


oily bits on the second section, which was a shame as Huw is a good driver who will surely begin to challenge the established drivers in class four before long.





Les Davies was once again giving the Minx an airing, and whatever the Minx can do Les gets it to do - until the poor old thing breaks, as it did on section 5 so Les also joins the 


list of people having a bad day. The Minx, as you can probably tell by its well used look, has had an illustrious career as a trialer but I think it's fair to say that Les is far more capable than the old Series One, as he proves by getting the Minx into places it was 


never designed to go.





We hadn't seen Dafydd Morgans for a while, and he's another driver who's not afraid of having a 'big go' at whatever the CoC sets out. Sometimes it works as well, Dafydd generally gets his motor to the section finish, but touching the canes scores points. He 


had some good sections, but not enough to get his score under 46 points.





With Chris as CoC the smallest class,  five, was left to Jo Willet, Tom Jewell and myself, which given my crap performance meant that Jo and Tom were fighting it out. Which 


they were until section 7 when the dead heat was broken by Jo scoring 9 and Tom 3. 


The last section also saw Jo loosing another 5 points giving him a total of 34 against 


Tom's 20 points total.





Angus Hornby was victorious in class four with a very decent 40 points, proving once again that size doesn't matter. Even though the complete back bodywork has been chopped of the Range Rover, and he has very little regard for the shape of the front body panels, it's still a big old motor. Angus has done some good modifications to the


suspension  which makes a legendary off roader even better, but decent mod's and superb capabilities are no good without a good driver, which Angus is.








We did persuade Les to alter a couple of gates on section 6, the 3 and 2 gates I think, to lessen the chance of someone getting drowned on a section. It's not usually a risk when trialing I know, but there was a ledge in the river bed and nobody was willing to wade in and see how deep it was. We did suggest throwing some of the small boys in, but their mothers objected. It looked deep, so Les made it safer. JPR was first off and scored 7 followed by a few more high scores, so nobody got to the hard bit until Huw scored 2 and showed that the climb out of the river across the tree roots could be driven. Tim Mackley and Chris Spittle scored 1's, which was very good, and exciting to watch. Then along came Tim Richards with Paul Morris as co pilot. Tim and Paul make guest appearances





about once a year when the diesel Bowler gets an airing. Tim is every bit as competitive as his dad, but as yet he hasn't got John's experience or sense of caution, he still drives the Bowler like it's stolen! Which is how it came to find its way into the river, on its passenger side alongside the tree. The water was halfway up the Bowler and instantly other drivers and spectators were in the freezing cold river hauling Tim and Paul up and out of the drivers side.


The water was deep enough to cover Paul completely as he was strapped into the bucket seat, but he managed to get his head above the water line without drinking too much river water. Thankfully there were no injuries, just a bunch of cold wet people laughing while they recovered the Bowler from its watery resting place. The picture of Paul quietly dripping is priceless; I reckon Tim should be buying him beers for many weeks to come after that.  





So, that's about it. We had some great sections and watched some superb driving from a very mixed bunch of drivers, in an even bigger mix of motors. Some new, and some not driven by their usual drivers. Some of the clubs usual low scoring drivers like Matthew and Tim had a couple of high scores and wrecked an otherwise good day, and this trial wasn't going to allow mistakes, Les made sure of that.





It was a great day; the trial was a great leveller. New drivers stood a chance of equalling experienced ones on some sections, and the old timers had to work hard to keep the points down.





Many thanks to Les, Wally, JPR, Linda, Jo Whitbread and everyone else who helped to make our day so much fun. 


If I'm offering thanks for creating entertainment then Tim and Paul must get another mention, we need to see you guys a bit more often!








AUGUST TRIAL REPORT





“Pontrhydfendigaid, which country is that then?”





We've had two very different trials in August and September, and as usual they 


were both very good, and difficult. The first was at the excellent Mid Wales Activity Centre at Dolybolion Farm, Pontryhdfendigaid. And for all those who think I had to 


look up how to spell it, I didn't. When I was a boy telephone exchanges were 


actually manned by people and long distance calls had to be manually connected. 


And Shifnal to Pontrhydfendigaid was considered long distance. So when my mum phoned her sister she always had to spell this strange, foreign place name to the confused telephone operator, and hope my Aunt Mary answered and not some Norwegian. 





So it became a challenge to me to remember how to spell it as well, and I can remember impressing my Aunty with my command of the Welsh language when I 


was still in short trousers. It’s still the only thing I can spell in Welsh though. It's 


small wonder the locals have abbreviated it to "Bont", a sensible move that will 


surely continue. Dolybolion Farm is now a busy part of the rally scene with miles of tarmac and loose tracks around the hills overlooking Bont and the ruins of Strata Florida, but we don't want tracks and roads unless they connect some seriously 


rough bits, which they did. The site is perfect for trials with some old stone quarries, 


a very steep hillside and plenty of good rough terrain. Best of all, there's a tarmac 


car park, and the day we went the butty van was in action. There's also a good local butcher judging by the quality of the bacon. This place deserves to be a regular 


fixture on our winter schedule.





So what had Tim Mackley and Chris Spittle got in store for us? Ten excellent sections was the answer. And with only ten drivers we ripped through them at a leisurely pace in lovely sunshine, it was one of those days where we didn't need to rush so we didn't. I can't remember all the sections and action now, so this is the overview. We started at the top of the hill in a quarry with a mixture of loose and natural stone, and the 


scrubby grassland. I remember this section because I floored the Flyer to get over a stone ledge and split a tyre open. So it was a ride back down to fit the spare. That 


was the start of my bad day, I'd been 'tinkering' with the Flyer in the previous week, retarding the timing and modifying the carburettor to open the second choke sooner.


It seemed ok up the church steps, but Welsh hillsides are different and it was actually worse to drive than before. I also had to bolt the front prop shaft back on at lunchtime. 55 points at the end of play was somewhat frustrating. So, the first job before going to J.P.R.'s was to return the timing to somewhere near what Subaru recommend, which worked wonders.





Malcolm Whitbread, with Hannah in the passenger seat giving advice, had a very average day with a final score of 30, which considering his usual performances in the past driving his own machines wasn't one of his better days. Malcolm was enjoying the trial though, and said he intended to hang on to the trialer and come to more events. He turned up at J.P.R.'s with a Daihatsu having sold the trailer he drove at











CLUB MEETING 26/09/2008





Following the A.G.M. a committee meeting was then held to discuss issues that had come to light over the present season.





Enquiries are to be made to see if the Directors of the company require to have additional officer liability insurance in case of any claim arising against the Company.


A check is to be made with the M.S.A. to see what extent we are covered by insurance from our membership.





What took the largest amount of time was a discussion regarding the use of torque bias diffs or limited slip diffs. These give the advantages of a locked diff without the downside of the characteristics experienced by a fully locked or welded diff. This was discussed some two years ago and the use was decided to be restricted to Class 5 vehicles only. However, it has come to light that vehicles in Class 3 & 4 have had these devices fitted and have been using them. This gives the vehicles with these traction adding devices an unfair advantage over standard diff fitted vehicles. It was voted that they should not be allowed in Class 1 - 4 vehicles and a further vote was for them to go into Class 5.





The discussion continued citing that if these vehicles went into Class 5 they would be at a big disadvantage without fiddle brakes. It was pointed out that this can been the case as drivers can pick and choose the modifications they wished to make but, they had to go into the relevant class. It was their choice how many modifications they made. The discussion appeared to be going round and round in circles so the following compromise was agreed.





There would be a Class 6, commencing from 14th December, 2008. These vehicles would have the same rules governing them as Class 3 & 4, with the exception of them being allowed to have mechanical or electrical traction control aids, including welded diffs. No traction control aids being allowed in Classes 1 to 4.





With new technology arriving onto the market it is important that, before you consider any further modifications to a vehicle, you consult the committee regarding the eligibility of the item and the class that the vehicle would be able to compete in. Failure to do this could lead to disqualification from the Club Championship and an y further sanctions that the Committee consider necessary.





The ethos of the Club is to provide fair competition between like equipped vehicles, the reason for the vehicle classes, and for the skill of the driver to be the major component to make any difference, not the use of technology as an enhancement to gain an unfair advantage.





The newly updated handbook is nearly completed and will be placed on the website. Paper copies will be made available to all members without internet access.








Members are reminded that they should have their membership cards with them when they sign-on.


 


A box or suitable container, is to be kept with the canes, fire extinguishers and first aid kit. This will contain all the forms, documents, club handbook and MSA Blue Book required for running an event.





Club Committee venues will be rotated between the Hafod Inn in Devils Bridge and another suitable venue. Still awaiting up date as to what is happening with the Dyffryn Castell Hotel.





Please abide by all the rules and regulations. They are there for your, and others, safety





MEMBERSHIP





Remember, club membership runs from 1st January to 31st December.





If you do not renew your membership you will not be able to drive in any trial until all dues are paid and a membership form has been completed.





With the issue of membership cards in 2009 everyone will receive a laminating pouch to seal it in, after they have signed it. Members will be required to produce their membership card when signing-on. If membership card is not produced a driver or passenger may not be able to compete.











OCTOBER





26th OCT		Clocks go back





NOVEMBER





7 – 9		Rd 6 Britpart MSA Cross-Country Championship –


		Seven Sisters





14–16	 	Classic Car Show, B’ham





22 -23		Scottish Borders Hill Rally 2008





DECEMBER








If anyone has any notable dates for the diary that they think other members may be interested in please pass them to Malcolm Sumner.











side window, which makes a change from the usual windscreen he ends up replacing. Anyway Angus, you don't need glass and heaters, real men suffer for their sport! It's also the fastest we've ever seen Dave Tomley move as he claimed salvage rights on the logs. But given the rises in fuel costs I don't expect he's the only one keen to get some free winter warmth.





The woods were also a very good place for the three new drivers to get the hang of trialing as well. There was little risk of coming to any grief in there, not that the prospect of coming to grief seemed a problem to any of them as they all drove the sections very well. Ben was driving Malcolm Whitbread's latest creation; a £200 leaf sprung Daihatsu Fourtrack with a roll cage and a set of cheap remould mud tyres. I've given up trying to keep track of Malcolm’s motors, but this one is a radical move. It didn't stop him from driving well though, a couple of 8's during the day knocked his score up but he did well, and Ben did ok as well. He hit a few canes, but he seemed to drive confidently.





Which is definitely a term you could use when describing the enthusiastic driving style of the other new drivers Kevin and Dylan. Apparently their motor is the first one built by Malcolm, and obviously Malc' had hit on the winning formula back then as the motor was performing impressively. Again, these two new drivers were hitting a few canes, but they had no trouble with the motor or the ground. 


It's like every sport, practice and experience is the key to 'seeing the right line' for your motor, and even then it's not a guarantee of success.





After lunch we headed for the river bank, and things began to get really difficult. 


Gravity was going to get us down the steep river banks, that wasn't the problem. Getting back up them was the problem. Even the first driver through was going to struggle with water making the vertical banks slippery, the later drivers were looking on in despair. Were our concerns real ones? No, not really, most of the wet sections had a clear, not many, but they were nearly all cleared by someone. Sections 5 and 8 in particular warrant a mention of Simon and Jo who cleared very difficult finishes on these sections.





Jo started the day driving his own motor along with Marc who's still bumming drives until the Scrapsu gets four more cylinders and a 1000% increase in horsepower. But Jo's V6 lost it's clutch master cylinder after one section so Jo drove Chris Spittle’s Muddler, well, he did on some sections and on others Jo thought he would give his own motor another chance, which was 'interesting' as he couldn't stop the bloody thing! And when he got jammed in some trees he had great fun trying to get out, but he still had a decent day.





Marc however got the deal of the day and drove my Flyer. I'm the first to admit it's not an easy thing to drive, but Marc soon got the hang of it and we had a close battle for the rest of the day which I eventually won by two points. It was good to watch someone else drive the Flyer, especially a good, confident driver like Marc who


drives to win. I'm very pleased about the way it handles, but I'm now 100% convinced that it lacks power, and Marc agreed. So it's getting a 3.5 V8.











I've said before that I could sit in the next field and listen to a trial because I enjoy it 


so much, and I believe that's true for so many of us. Even if we have a bad day, retire early or just drive like someone swopped our arms over, we still have a good day out and enjoy watching others drive like gods. Someday it will be our turn, so we need to see how it's done.





Many thanks to Chris and Tim, and everyone else who helped along the way. 








SEPTEMBER TRIAL REPORT





Wet and Dry, it’s exciting stuff.





Apparently it's been the wettest summer since Noah took up woodwork and built a boat, but the day we went trialing at JPR Towers the sun shone all day, so how come a few people ended up soaked? I'll get to that later.





It's always an interesting trial at John's place, the ground is good and it's a pleasure to drive against 'natural' terrain rather than the man made waste lands of old mines and quarries, even if they are returning to nature. Basically we used two very different areas, the trees and the river. Both were difficult areas to drive and equally difficult to describe section by section, so I'm not even going to try beyond a general description, and one was certainly wetter than the other.





In the trees the ground is fairly level and on a good day reasonably dry, so luckily for us the rain came on Saturday when Les Price and Alan 'Wally' Waller set the sections out, which made the ground very slippery, but not impossible which it might have been if we had been driving in the rain. When I say it's "fairly level" I mean there's no mountainside climbs such as we have at most sites, it's still rough and people were failing the climbs because the ground was rock hard with a slimy surface so traction was at a premium, big hill climbs would have been 'fun'. And just to make things difficult there's a small drainage ditch running through the trees that made a sticky mud bath. I think we had the first four sections in the trees, where we saw some classic trialing. People were getting stuck and lost, sliding into trees and hitting canes from start to finish. But every section of the day has some clears or ones.





The sections were very well laid out and made us work hard as we turned up on side slopes that had us sliding into trees and canes. If we were lucky it was a tree and we could bounce off to clear another gate, or hook the roll cage onto it and spin around, hopefully to line ourselves up for the rest of the section.





I think this was the tactic Angus had in mind when he got the Range Rover jammed between trees and had to be rescued by chain saw. This time he lost the passenger
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